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Introduction  
In August 2009 Connect Columbus in partnership with Platte County Juvenile Services and assisted by the University of Nebraska Omaha 
School of Criminology and Criminal Justice distributed a survey to a number of individuals in order to determine whether or not there is a 
perceived issue with gangs in the County.  The purpose was not to identify whether or not a certain level of gang activity exists in the 
community, but to get a sense of what residents believe may or may not be happening with gangs.  The survey distribution was not an effort to 
obtain a scientifically significant sample but to gain input that provides direction for future activity, if deemed necessary, to address the issue. 
 
The survey was distributed to individuals identified as either working with youth or in leadership roles within the community via email or, if 
necessary, through the U.S. Postal Service.  These respondents were asked to give the survey to others in their organization that might be 
interested in providing input. 
 
Trained interviewers were also sent into several neighborhoods to conduct face-to-face interviews using the survey instrument.  Two 
neighborhoods were targeted to specifically gain input from the Latino population.  Also, two additional neighborhoods that reflected the general 
population were also chosen for surveying.  Other groups asked to complete the survey were participants in activities at the Columbus Senior 
Center, individuals at a parenting workshop, youth, and clients of a local business primarily serving Latinos.  A total of 317 surveys were 
collected. 
 
 

Results  
The survey showed that indeed the community perceives gang activity to be taking place in the Columbus/Platte County area and that it has 
been increasing in recent years.  A large majority of those surveyed believed that graffiti appearing in the community is connected to gang 
messages and 75% agreed that gang activity mostly involved youth.  Although most agreed that gangs exist in the community, 69% of 
respondents feel safe from gangs in their neighborhood. 
 
The results from the survey are summarized in the following bullet points. 
 

·  Survey respondents were first asked how long they lived in the community.  A majority had been living here “10 or more years” (61%) 
with about an equal number of the remainder living here “5 to 10 years” and “less than five years”.   

 
·  A majority of the respondents agreed that gangs exist in Columbus/Platte County (90%).   
 
·  Most based their opinion about gangs on: “word of mouth” (61%); “personal experience (47%); or “from media reports” (42%).  Please 

note that respondents could choose as many options as applied for this question.  An “other” option was given for this question and a 
number of comments were made that cited the basis for their opinion as graffiti they believed was painted by gang members.   

 
·  A large majority again either agreed or strongly agreed (81%) that gang activity has increased in the last 3-5 years; there were also a 

number of respondents who were unsure (14%).   
 

·  Similar results were found for the statement that there are two or more gangs in Columbus/Platte County with 81% agreeing or strongly 
agreeing and 16% unsure. 
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·  More than half of respondents agreed that gang activity in the area mostly involves youth (57%) with another 18% strongly agreeing.   

When respondents were asked to pick one of four age groups that they thought was most involved with gang activity, the majority 
selected 15 – 18 years although a number selected more than one category or wrote in a different age range.  These were noted in the 
last question asking for additional comments. 

 
·  A number of reasons for why youth join gangs were provided and respondents could select as many as they wanted.  Peer pressure 

was the reason chosen most often at 77% while 72% selected lack of interest by parents.  This question also had an “other” category 
with many comments related to wanting to feel included, be accepted or to have a sense of belonging.  

 
·  When asked if graffiti appearing in the area is connected to gang messages, 91% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed. 

 
·  In response to the statement “the local school systems have problems with gangs”; just over half of those surveyed agreed (53%) and 

another 25% strongly agreed.  Again, a number of respondents were unsure (15%).   
 

·  Survey participants who had children in school were asked to respond to a statement that gang activity affects their child’s safety when 
at school; 48% and 25% agreed or strongly agreed respectively. 

 
·  The survey found that while most people feel safe from gang activity in their neighborhood (54% agree and 15% strongly agree), a 

considerable number do not (20% disagree and 5% strongly disagree).   
 

·  When asked who could do a better job of combating gangs with the option of answering all that apply, parents were chosen by 86% of 
respondents.  Law enforcement (65%), schools and youth organizations (54% each) were the next three most popular selections.  But, 
the responses and comments in the “other” category for this question indicate that many respondents feel that everyone should play a 
part. 

 
·  The respondents were given the opportunity to provide other input with a question at the end of the survey asking if they wanted to add 

anything by means of a comment.  A number of comments related personal experiences with gang activity.  The responsibility of 
parents was also a popular theme as well as the community as a whole taking ownership of the issue.  The role of law enforcement was 
further discussed here, both in needing to increase enforcement and that crime from gangs has actually improved.  Increasing penalties 
by the criminal justice system was recommended several times.  Looking to the schools to provide a solution was suggested by 
respondents as well was offering more activities/programs for youth via community organizations and churches. 

 
·  In general, the longer respondents had resided in the community, the more likely they were to agree or strongly agree that: there are 

gangs in the Columbus/Platte County area; gang activity has increased in the last 3-5 years; there are two or more gangs in the area; 
and that graffiti is connected to gang messages.  Those living in the community the longest (10 or more years) were more likely to say 
they based their opinion on whether gangs are in the area from media reports although 60-61% of all three groups had selected “by 
word of mouth”.  The “10 or more years” respondents disagreed most often with the statement that “gang activity mostly involves youth”, 
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although 92-95% of all three groups selected either 15-18 years or 11-14 years as the ages that they thought were mostly involved in 
gang activity.   

 
·  Those living longest in the community were more likely to consider several factors as the reasons why youth join gangs and to feel that 

several entities could do a better job of combating gangs.  This group also indicated more often that local school systems have 
problems with gangs.  Those respondents newest in the community had the largest percentage stating that they were unsure about the 
situation in the schools (22%) and answered “disagree” or “strongly disagree” less often to the statement , “Gang activity affects my 
child’s safety at school”.  Although those who have lived in the Columbus/Platte County area the longest felt safer in their neighborhood, 
surprisingly, the “5 to 10 years” group recorded the largest percentage for disagreeing or strongly disagreeing with this question. 

 
All comments made on the surveys are included in the appendix which also displays the results by number of years that the respondents have 
lived in the community. 
 

Arrest Data  
In considering the public’s perception of gang activity in the community, reports of illegal activity by youth provide some insight as to whether 
concerns about this population are justified.  Currently, Platte County law enforcement agencies do not specifically identify offenses as being 
related to gang activity.  But when reviewing data on total arrests made for juveniles (17 years old and under) as well as arrests for specific 
offenses, several trends can be considered as cause for concern.  During a five-year trend, 2008 juvenile arrests stood at 564 which was 158 
more than the next highest year (2006).  Simple assault arrests jumped to 80 in 2008 from the 2006 high of 61 and the liquor law offenses rose 
from 90 in both 2006 and 2007 to 119 in 2008.  The most striking data is the steady rise from 2004-08 in juvenile runaways with a jump from 98 
in 2007 to 151 last year.   
 
Charts depicting this data appear on the next two pages.  The source for the statistics is the Nebraska Crime Commission.  Following the arrest 
data are tables/charts showing the actual survey results for the total number of respondents. 
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1. How long have you lived 
in the community? 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Less than 5 years 61 20% 

5 to 10 years 60 19% 

10 or more years 191 61% 

TOTAL 312 100% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  There are gangs in the 
Columbus/ Platte County area. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 5 2% 

Disagree 9 3% 

Agree 122 39% 

Strongly Agree 158 51% 

Unsure 16 5% 

TOTAL 310 100% 

                                                                                                  
 
 
 

3.  What is your 
opinion based on? 

(Circle all that apply)  

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of 
Respondents 

Selecting 
From media reports 128 42% 

By word of mouth 187 61% 

Personal experience 144 47% 

From incidents at 
school 

103 36% 

Other 45 15% 

No Opinion 10 3% 

TOTAL 307 NA 
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5. There are two or more gangs 
in the Columbus/Platte Co. area.  

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 5 1.5% 

Disagree 5 1.5% 

Agree 133 43% 

Strongly Agree 117 38% 

Unsure 51 16% 

TOTAL 311 100% 

 
 
 
 
6.a. Gang activity in the Colum-
bus/ Platte Co. area mostly  
involves youth. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 5 2% 

Disagree 38 13% 

Agree 171 57% 

Strongly Agree 55 18% 

Unsure 31 10% 

TOTAL 300 100% 

 
 
 

4.  Gang activity in 
Columbus/Platte Co. has 

increased in the last 3-5 years. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

 Strongly Disagree 3 1% 

Disagree 13 4% 

Agree 120 39% 

Strongly Agree 130 42% 

Unsure 44 14% 

TOTAL 310 100% 
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6.b. Circle the age group you 
think is mostly involved in gang 

activity. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of 
Respondents Selecting  

10 years & under 2 1% 

11-14 years 55 18% 

15-18 years 231 78% 

Adults 9 3% 

TOTAL 297 100% 

(Please note that this question was problematic in that respondents often wanted to 
select more than one age group or write in their own selection of ages.  These 
variances in the selections given are noted in the comment section of question 13.) 
 
 
7.  Why do you think youth 
join gangs? (Circle all that 

apply) 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question 

Peer pressure 237 77% 

Lack of interest by parents 222 72% 

School problems 121 39% 

Lack of activities 103 33% 

Other 46 15% 

TOTAL 309 NA 

 
 
 
 

8. Graffiti appearing in the 
Columbus/Platte Co. area is 

connected to gang messages. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 4 1% 

Disagree 5 2% 

Agree 148 47% 

Strongly Agree 138 44% 

Unsure 19 6% 

TOTAL 314 100% 
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9. Local school systems have  

problems with gangs. 
Number of 

Respondents 
Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 7 2% 

Disagree 14 5% 

Agree 164 53% 

Strongly Agree 78 25% 

Unsure 48 15% 

TOTAL 311 100% 

 
 
 
 
10.a.  If you have children:  Gang 
activity affects my child’s safety 

at school. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 4 2% 

Disagree 29 15% 

Agree 94 48% 

Strongly Agree 49 25% 

Unsure 21 10% 

TOTAL 197 100% 

 
 
 

10.b.  I feel safe from gang 
activity in my neighborhood. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 17 5% 

Disagree 61 20% 

Agree 163 54% 

Strongly Agree 45 15% 

Unsure 18 6% 

TOTAL 304 100% 
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11.  Gang problems in 
Columbus/Platte Co. are isolated 

to certain areas. 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question  

Strongly Disagree 14 4% 

Disagree 115 37% 

Agree 105 34% 

Strongly Agree 40 13% 

Unsure 36 12% 

TOTAL 310 100% 

 
 

12. Who do you think could do a 
better job of combating gangs? 

(Circle all that apply) 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of 
Respondents Selecting 

Parents 272 86% 

Schools 169 54% 

Churches 138 44% 

Youth organizations 169 54% 

Law enforcement 204 65% 

Judicial system 159 50% 

Other 11 3% 

TOTAL 315 NA 
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APPENDIX 
 
Platte County Gang Survey Results by Years Living i n Community 
 

2. How long have you lived in  
the community? 

Number of 
Respondents 

Percentage of the Total 
Responses to Question 

Less than 5 years 61 20% 

5 to 10 years 60 19% 

10 or more years 191 61% 

TOTAL 312 100% 

 
 

2.  There are gangs in the Columbus/ 
Platte County area. 

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more 
years 

Strongly Disagree 2% 2% 2% 

Disagree 7% 5% 1% 

Agree 52% 44% 33% 

Strongly Agree 26% 42% 62% 

Unsure 13% 7% 2% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 

 
 

3.  What is your opinion based on? 
(Circle all that apply) 

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more 
years 

From media reports 26% 25%% 51% 

By word of mouth 61% 60% 61% 

Personal experience 43% 55% 46% 

From incidents at school 21% 22% 40% 

Other 8% 20% 16% 

No Opinion 2% 0% 3% 

TOTAL NA NA NA 

 
3.e. Other – Comments 
Less than 5 years 

·  Don't know yet 
·  Don't live here much 
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·  Graffiti (two responses) 
·  No because you'd see kids walking 

 
5 to 10 years 

·  Don't see anything or groups of kids 
·  From work 
·  Graffiti (four other graffiti related responses made) 
·  Graffiti/gang graffiti in area or town where we have built projects; trailer park shooting. 
·  Individuals I work with 
·  I've seen the Country View trailers 
·  My wife is in the CPS system 
·  Work experience 

 
10 years or more 

·  Community involvement 
·  Everything / everywhere 
·  Evidence found 
·  Experience of friend 
·  Graffiti (11 responses related to this) 
·  Incidents at home; house broken into. 
·  Kids tell me there are. 
·  Law enforcement 
·  Look at east end of town 
·  Neighborhood 
·  Saw fight at the Fair 
·  Son 
·  Stole my child's bike 
·  Tagging that I have witnessed on area businesses and homes. 
·  Teacher at Centennial 
·  There is quite a little evidence that gang activity goes on in a neighbor’s house. 
·  Vandalism 
·  We have heard from students who have children that have been involved in crimes & experienced gang pressures 
·  Working directly with city youth. 

 
 

4.  Gang activity in Columbus/Platte 
Co. has increased in the last 3-5 years.  

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Strongly Disagree 0% 0% 2% 

Disagree 5% 10% 2% 

Agree 26% 46% 41% 

Strongly Agree 28% 36% 48% 

Unsure 41% 8% 7% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 
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5. There are two or more gangs in the 

Columbus/ Platte Co. area. 
Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Strongly Disagree 0% 2% 2% 

Disagree 4% 0% 2% 

Agree 41% 53% 40% 

Strongly Agree 26% 29% 44% 

Unsure 29% 17% 12% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 

 
 
 

6.a. Gang activity in the Columbus/ 
Platte Co. area mostly  involves youth.  

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Strongly Disagree 0% 2% 2% 

Disagree 9.5% 5% 16% 

Agree 62% 57% 56% 

Strongly Agree 19% 27% 15% 

Unsure 9.5% 9% 11% 

TOTAL 300 100% 100% 

 
 

6.b. Circle the age group you think is 
mostly involved in gang activity. 

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

10 years & under 3% 0% 0% 

11-14 years 19% 23% 17% 

15-18 years 76% 72% 80% 

Adults 2% 5% 3% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 

(Please note that this question was problematic in that respondents often wanted to select more than one age  
group or write in their own selection of an age group.  If they did choose more than one or list something else, 
this was noted in the comment section of question 13.) 
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7.  Why do you think youth join 
gangs? (Circle all that apply) 

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Peer pressure 56% 68% 84% 

Lack of interest by parents 64% 72% 72% 

School problems 33% 28% 44% 

Lack of activities 33% 32% 42% 

Other 16% 13% 17% 

TOTAL NA NA NA 

 
7.e. Other – Comments 
Less Than 5 years 

·  Call attention to. 
·  Gangs feel like a family. 
·  People are insecure. 
·  They are misinformed; they don t know what to do to keep busy.  They don't get into sports activities. 
·  Trying to prove themselves. 

 
5 to 10 years 

·  Although there is plenty of activities to do, they aren't doing anything productive. 
·  Kids left alone while parents work. 
·  Lack of direction. 
·  Lack of dual parent household. 
·  My son says I was too strict and he got into trouble because I didn't let him go out with his friends. 
·  Racism in community 
·  Social belonging 
·  They aren't given information about gangs. 
 

10 or more years 
·  A combination of the above. 
·  A need to belong. 
·  A way of life. 
·  Active recruitment by gangs. 
·  All of the above are glorified on T.V. 
·  Approach the children 
·  Blame unfortunately falls with the parents. If they are deported/forced to spend a minimum of 5 yrs in prison for committing a crime, especially gang related, would be 

less likely to be a repeat offender. 
·  Culture issues 
·  Drugs 
·  Family environment offered through participation 
·  Feeling like they want to fit in somewhere & gangs give them that feeling of acceptance. 
·  Feeling of protection & belonging also to be viewed as tough. 
·  Identity in an unfamiliar culture. 
·  Involvement with wrong crowd & want to be popular. 
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·  Lack of parent guidance & discipline. 
·  Lack of respect. 
·  Lacks parental involvement in students life, not engaged in school. 
·  Media "its Cool". 
·  Mostly lack of interest by parents 
·  Parents working extra hours don't have rules. 
·  Peer pressure is # 1. 
·  Provides a feeling of community for minority groups. 
·  Recruitment by gang members. 
·  Sense of belonging. 
·  Social identity 
·  Some parents while younger were in gangs so they do not think it’s a bad thing. 
·  Stupidity 
·  The kids involved are unable to plan for the future- lack insight. 
·  They seek a place/group to belong to 
·  To meet the need to feel significant & supported. 
·  Wanting to belong & be accepted. 
·  Wanting to feel included. 

 
 

8. Graffiti appearing in the 
Columbus/Platte Co. area is 

connected to gang messages. 

Less than 5 years 5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Strongly Disagree 0% 1.5% 2% 

Disagree 5% 1.5% 1% 

Agree 57% 53% 42% 

Strongly Agree 31% 37% 50% 

Unsure 7% 7% 5% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 

 
 

9. Local school systems have  
problems with gangs. 

Less than 5 years 5 to 10 years 10 or more 
years 

Strongly Disagree 2% 2% 3% 

Disagree 3% 13% 2% 

Agree 50% 49% 55% 

Strongly Agree 23% 18% 28% 

Unsure 22% 18% 12% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 
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10.a. If you have children:  Gang acti-

vity affects my child’s safety at 
school. 

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Strongly Disagree 0% 2% 3% 

Disagree 7% 19% 15% 

Agree 45% 56% 46% 

Strongly Agree 34% 14% 26% 

Unsure 14% 9% 10% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 

 
 

10.b.  I feel safe from gang activity  
in my neighborhood. 

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Strongly Disagree 2% 7% 7% 

Disagree 25% 26% 17% 

Agree 45% 48% 58% 

Strongly Agree 25% 14% 11% 

Unsure 3% 5% 7% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 

 
 

11.  Gang problems in Columbus/ 
Platte Co. are isolated to certain areas.  

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Strongly Disagree 0% 4% 6% 

Disagree 30% 25% 44% 

Agree 37% 42% 30% 

Strongly Agree 21% 17% 8% 

Unsure 12% 12% 12% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 
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13. Who do you think could do a 
better job of combating 

gangs?  
(Circle all that apply) 

Less than 5 years  5 to 10 years 10 or more years  

Parents 75% 83% 91% 

Schools 43% 47% 59% 

Churches 44% 38% 46% 

Youth organizations 48% 40% 60% 

Law enforcement 44% 60% 73% 

Judicial system 38% 35% 60% 

Other 8% 17%  

TOTAL NA NA NA 

 
12.e. Other comments 
Less than 5 years 

·  All these need to work together but parents most important. 
·  Employers 
·  Everyone 
·  Family 
·  Team work 

 
5 to 10 years 

·  ? Gang members 
·  All of us have the responsibility; if we all do our part, more will get accomplished. 
·  All united. 
·  All work together 
·  Community leaders 
·  Education about tolerance 
·  Everybody should do their part 
·  Everyone could help. 
·  Group work 
·  Parents need to ask kids what they're doing; families need to be united. There are things on TV not good for kids to watch. 
 

10 or more years 
·  All should work together 
·  All united 
·  Alternative activities are needed 
·  An organized community effort is needed. 
·  Border 
·  Every citizen 
·  Everybody do things to help. I don't think its one person/group that can correct it 
·  Everyone can do something 
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·  It takes an entire community to gang up on gangs 
·  Law/Judicial system "glamorize it" 
·  Media 
·  Needs to be a joint effort 
·  Needs to be solved by a community effort 
·  Parents #1 
·  Parents get more involved in their child’s life, know who their friends are & communicate with them. 
·  Parents, schools, police 
·  Public 
·  Sending them back to Mexico 
·  Take calls & complaints serious, supervise large groups of kids. Message to kids gangs bad. Unite together, trust each other, strong communication 
·  The community needs to have more non-athletic related activities & 6th grade s/b elementary. 
·  The entire community needs to stand against it. 
·  We need a task force of the Columbus Police Dept., parents & service providers to assist us. 
·  Parents don't know what kids are doing; Law enforcement has their hands full. There were some robberies in the area recently but it didn't affect me directly 

 
 

13.   Is there anything that you would like to add by means of a comment?  

Less than 5 years 
·  #6b Adults also (two comments) 
·  A year ago when I got here, there was a lot of graffiti, but no there isn't. Parents give kids too much liberty. 
·  Also thinks 15-18 years 
·  Aside from not liking them, I think there should be more programs (sports, arts, music) for the younger kids to keep them away from gangs 
·  Court systems: heavier punishments 
·  Discipline comes from the home. 
·  Hopefully there won't be gangs anymore. Give advice to juveniles. Motivate people to talk when they see something & don't stay quiet. 
·  I think we have more of a gang "wannabe" issue where youth see the glamorization of gang activity by the media. There are relatively few incidents than other 

communities but it sure makes the newspaper. 
·  If everyone helps each other, everything would be okay. 
·  It's all a matter of parents leaving their children alone. While parents are working, kids bring their friends home. Also, families of single parents have this. They hear 

about the 13th or 18th and it sounds nice, almost like a soccer team until they find out that they’re in the gang because they let their friends influence them. 
·  Lack of parents knowing how to control their children. This is not just going to go away until everyone gets on the same track. 
·  Not as bad as California; just a bunch of gangster-wanna-bes. 
·  Parents give everything to kids & think that’s enough. Stole son's bike but went to go get it back; they had taken most of things off bike to make it seem like its not his. 
·  The most dangerous in schools, teachers should notify of problems. 
·  They need WORK. 
·  We are lacking public activities for kids 12-16 (competition, concerts). 

 
5 to 10 years 

·  #3 Thinks there are gang members but not necessarily gangs. Things slowed down, ADM adults drinking and weekends out of control. 
·  #5 There's fighting among gangs. 
·  #6b- 15-18 years also (three comments) 
·  Hopefully the city will step up & help parents. 
·  6b- 10 -15 years. I've started to see kids in my neighborhood, but I still feel safe. Parents should teach their children because they follow examples; parents should 

take their children to church; give them good values and they will choose their friends wisely. 
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·  6b- 10 years & older. When I lived in Countryview, I went thru some troubles with my 20 year old son & when he wouldn't show, I would call the police. I separated 

from their father when my son was 2 & I've tried to move forward by myself for my children. 
·  Also thinks adults very involved in gang activity (two comments) 
·  Added to #9 – I’m scared and that gangs are everywhere in the community. 
·  10a – not in elementary schools. 
·  #10b- Personal safety- Yes/ Safety for belonging- NO.  Sad to say but it seems like Latinos are the gang members; hard for parent because children threaten to call 

police, but if we all help things can get done; efforts with landlord & police are good. 
·  #11- all areas. I'm willing to cooperate to get rid of the problem; we shouldn't close or deny the problem saying our kids are good, testimonials. 
·  Graffiti should be investigated and punished as a serious offense. Columbus residents need to change negative attitude toward Hispanic residents. 
·  Have more discipline for kids at school because there will be someone who will bother them or invite them to join. 
·  Have not heard anything about problems in the schools. Need to clean up the community. 
·  Haven't dealt with personally. 
·  I don't pay attention to these things, I just worry about myself; we all have a right to change. I was bad to my mother but I grew up and changed. 
·  I think law enforcement needs to take gang activity more seriously. 
·  It starts with the families. 
·  Kids with parents or at school most of the time so think they should do more. 
·  Laws aren't protecting citizens, they protect the gangs. Diversion is not working / better solutions. 
·  Schools should provide some sort of organization to provide therapy to "gang members"; my son got into trouble, he beat me & I sent him to jail; he's 24 now & he has 

learned his lesson. 
·  Nothing happens to the kids that get in trouble. Kids that look like in their mid 20's. Youth's put name on their items (gang name's). 
·  Parents should take more interest in kids. No more gangs! 
·  People who say the gang members are wanna-be's are in denial. 
·  Police need to arrive right away when called. I have seen a lot of activity around here. 
·  Sometimes it is out of the parents hands. Lately, things have been more calm in this area. 
·  Sometimes see gang activity here. Need more security. 
·  There's a need of sports that can help them with low fees. 
·  This problem is being ignored by a majority of the community & its leaders. 
·  This problem needs the attention of all community & Government agencies. 
·  Two years ago, I had a fight in my front yard. There's been graffiti, but it's not as bad as before. I think the Sheriff should be more strict - they just drive by and do 

nothing. The kids speed and nothing is done. Sheriff car will drive by and scare the kids off when they fight in my yard. 
 
10 or more years 

·  #2 Want-to-be gangs. Most "gang" activity is by want-to-bes. I've been to prison & this graffiti & "fights" aren't gang activities. 
·  #6a- there are adults that get things in their heads 
·  #6b- 10-until police catch them. 
·  #6b - Put for age group 13-17. 
·  #6b- 12-20 years. I think it’s actually worse than we think. Give kids something to do, like a roller skating rink. 
·  #6b- 12-22 years. Police comes by a lot more often since the shooting. Parents need to know what their children are doing. Buy appropriate clothing, have rules within 

the house; kids need things to do. Feel safer because landlords & police cleared out gangs in trailers. I don’t see the gang of people in my neighborhood anymore. 
·  6b- also chose 11-14 years (eight comments) 
·  Also thinks 14 year-olds involved. Some parents have to work for a living and police are too busy. Some teens don't go to church but kids have to be at school so 

organizations should take advantage of this. My brother is at the Middle School and he’s told me that things are getting bad; the school system should do something. 
·  #6b – also marked 10 and under. 
·  #6b- 14-17 years. 
·  #6b- 15- 18 years (seven comments); Adults- a few that act as leaders & use youth for their business.  
·  #6b- Adults also (seven comments) 
·  #6b Think all age groups involved (four comments). Landlords don't care as long as they pay the rent. 
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·  Don't think there are younger kids involved. 
·  #9 I've heard of things that happen at the Middle School, but I am not sure. 
·  #10a- not when very young.  
·   #10a- Senior High. 
·  #10b Also believes "no where" is safe. It needs to be stopped now before it is totally out of control. 
·  #11. by the viaduct mostly trailer parks- Countryview & Carriage House. I watch my kids attitudes & am diligent to make sure they don't get involved.  Giving money 

freely to youth without supervision could be dangerous.  They come from Texas, California, Oklahoma and Chicago.  Churches should play a key part with the 
problem and we should intervene with kids without supervision as they are bound to get in trouble. 

·  #11- trailer parks. Last year was worse; I think they've done a good job to get the problem under control. It seems like the more you tell the kids to straighten out, the 
more they shut-out. More activities for them to do would be great, like soccer or youth workshops. 

·  .#11- especially Countryview; “13” tagged on a car; activity at school is disguised (don't say it’s a gang, but group of 4 or 5 hang together); there needs to be more 
surveillance. 

·  11. Gang problem "all over”. 
·  11. Countryview the most; Carriage House has gotten better. 
·  Yes. I wish it could get it stopped before shootings. 
·  Granddaughter goes to CMS said she told teacher about a concern & teacher said, "just go down & cover your head;" walk away; kids get to do things at an earlier 

age, parents have a lot to do with that. 
·  Law enforcement doing a good job. 
·  After school, at school activities are very important. Need more dedicated teachers. 
·  Everyone needs to keep their eyes open. 
·  I take more precautions - locking door, cars and lighting dark areas, etc. We need more cameras, more lighting, stricter rules in schools and more things for youth. 
·  Not enough is being done about the problem. 
·  Fearful of out of control in 10 years. 
·  We must provide support for our youngsters as an alternative to pressures to join gangs. Youngsters not wanting to be part of gang affiliation in community often yield 

to peer pressures and join out of need for safety and/or not to be totally isolated and alone. 
·  Columbus must do more! The problem has been denied for too long. 
·  Deportation; them (who are gang members) and the parents. 
·  Do you think this will help? Are the answers you're getting all about the same? 
·  Follow through at the Police Dept. on complaints. Put an end to gang activity. 
·  From my observations (second-hand); from listening to parents & observing behaviors. The juvenile incarceration & rehabilitation system doesn't deter teens from 

coming back to resume activities. 
·  Gang activity in the schools is dealt with swiftly & effectively. 
·  I believe Columbus is fortunate to have our local police & school system involved in this issue & taking efforts to reduce the problems. 
·  I hope that Columbus gets a grip on this before someone gets hurt by the gang activity; especially people that aren't involved with gangs. We don't want to lose our 

great city to gangs. 
·  Kids join gangs to satisfy certain needs, The community needs to find different ways to satisfy those needs. 
·  Kids leave home without supervision. 
·  Maybe do more in schools on personal accountability. 
·  More parent involvement/ grandparent burden. 
·  Need a parenting component. 
·  Neglecting to address why this started or when only will serve to breed more potential issues. Parents being held accountable for their kids; not making foreign people 

learn to communicate, abide & mostly allowing them to cry "discrimination" every time they are disciplined or confronted will serve to fail the challenge of ridding this 
nation, not just our town of it.  Our judicial system needs to stop allowing changes to accommodate illegal aliens and enforce our constitution upon them.  It’s a free 
country, but not allow people to desecrate it!  Stand up! 

·  Nice if they would leave. 
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·  No wonder law enforcement can't do a lot, the parents don't do enough to begin with. They teach the kids the "cops" are bad & the teachers are wrong. The kids are 

so confused that they make bad choices & "assume" the parents will get them off & the parents do!  The kids need to start being responsible for their own actions, 
whether good or bad and parents can enforce it again. 

·  People in the Columbus community need a lot more education to learn to deal with the gang issue. We also need to be educated on how to work with this population 
in a more effective way. 

·  Platte County get something together for kids to do on weekends (like school dances / YMCA activities. 
·  Quit slapping hands & enforce the laws already in place; our judicial system has totally collapsed. 
·  Sees a lot of activity. Kids get out of school and are on the streets; parents should set rules for kids. Kids put cops on parents saying "they can't touch me". 
·  Since evictions, serious crime has diminished; however, graffiti still a problem. 
·  Thank you for addressing this issue in our community. 
·  Thank you to police for watching gangs during the County Fair. 
·  The gang problem in Columbus is being taken lightly by police as there are known gang hangouts & the police do not make it a priority to patrol those areas. 
·  The punishment for gang related activity needs to be so great that people will not join or participate in gang related activity. Parents as well as the kids or youth 

offenders should be held accountable. Immigrants that move to this country and gain a Visa or citizenship should have it revoked and deported if causing a serious 
crime within five years – first time offense! 

·  To not believe we have a problem & to hope it goes away in time is the wrong approach to this problem. We need leaders & this community lacks the leadership to 
address these kinds of issues. 

·  Up to this point, attitude if I ignore it, it will go away. 
·  We need a volunteer graffiti "paint -over" group. 
·  We need to address this issue while it is still relatively small; even though it is small, it is very significant & noticeable. It is scary to both children & adults. 
·  When caught, they need stronger punishment and they should be responsible for cleaning up graffiti. 


